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Gary Bates, Professor, Plant Sciences



















Figure 1. Categories of grasses.
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Figure 2.  
Yield distribution of  
 cool-season grasses.
Figure 3. 
Yield distribution of 
warm-season 
grasses.
photo by Robert Drake
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MAINTAINING ENDOPHYTE-FREE OR 



























































































































































































































tall fescue 15  Aug. 15 - Oct. 1*
  Feb. 20 - April 1
orchardgrass 15 Aug. 15 - Oct. 1*
  Feb. 20 - April 1
timothy 9 Aug. 15 - Oct. 1*
  Feb. 20 - April 1
wheat 90 Sept. 1 - Nov. 10
rye 120 Aug. 15 - Oct. 15
annual ryegrass 20 Aug. 15 - Oct. 15
bermudagrass 6 - 10 (seeded) April 15 - July 1
 25 bu (sprigged)
pearl millet 10 - 15 May 1 - July 15
red clover 8 Feb 15 - April 1
white clover 2 Feb 15 - April 1
annual lespedeza 25 - 40 Feb 15 - April 1
* Fall planting is usually the most successful for tall fescue, orchardgrass and timothy.
Table	1.	Recommended	planting	rates	and	dates	for	several	forage	crops.










































































































clovers 1/4 to 1/2   
 
bermudagrass - seeded 1/4 to 1/2
            sprigged 1 to 3 
  
tall fescue, orchardgrass, timothy, 1/4 to 1/2 
annual ryegrass, small grains
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